[Computer-assisted education of laboratory medicine based on common disease database and electric RCPC system using Internet technology].
We are developing computer-assisted instruction systems (CAI) for efficient education of laboratory medicine. To practice evidence-based laboratory medicine and put the education along the way, we gathered a large number of clinical records and constructed a database of clinical symptoms and signs of major diseases. We also constructed a web-based RCPC system featuring interactive multimedia materials and Q/A sessions to guide the students along important points in laboratory interpretations. We have been using these systems for 5th grade medical students and evaluated the effectiveness of them for the students to obtain knowledge regarding laboratory diagnosis. Although we still have a lot of aspects to improve, students showed interests in them and used them willingly. We believe that these CAI systems contribute to raise students' ability of problem solving in laboratory medicine.